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“STEADFAST IN ELKDOM"

Officers, Members, Family, and Guests of
the Great Elks State Association MD-DE-
DC of the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks, Danelle and | welcome you to our
association’s Spring Conference at Severna
Park Lodge 2482 in Severna Park, Mary-
land.

It is a tremendous privilege to welcome our
honored guests, Grand Exalted Ruler Bryan
R. Klatt and First Lady of Elkdom Susan
¥ DeKapp| 'W‘Qi%] Lodge #765, State
Sponsor Past Grand Exalted Ruler Malcolm
J. McPherson and First Lady Pat from
Lyndhurst, New Jersey Lodge #1505, Grand
datigizBitGalistic Committee Area 2, Peggy
Berry and her husband Ryland from Howell,
New Jersey Lodge #2515 and Special Dep-
uty Grand Exalted Ruler John Loftus and
his wife Eileen from Ocean City, Maryland
Lodge #2645. Reach out to our honored
guests, introduce yourself, grasp the hand
of friendship, and show them the great hos-
pitality of the MD, DE, DC Elks State Asso-
ciation.

Please join me in thanking Andre Denault,
his team, and members of Severn Park
Lodge #2482 for their hard work, fantastic
hospitality, and for hosting the Spring Con-
ference.

We have a fantastic meeting planned with
fellowship, good times, and knowledge to
bring back to your Lodges. Saturday after-
noon, there will be a training session on
proper protocol for Lodge meetings and
the new state website, information on the
upcoming State Conference and Grand
Lodge Convention, along with a State Ritu-
al contest. | urge everyone to attend these
sessions.
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As we move into a new Lodge year, | wish
to express my gratitude for the fantastic
accomplishments achieved by our outgoing
Lodge officers. You are truly the great heart
of your Lodge and Elkdom. Your knowledge
is invaluable to your Lodge, officers, and
members. Your mentorship to the newly
elected and appointed officers will be of
great value.

Congratulations to all the new incoming
and repeat Lodge officers for the upcoming
2026-2027 Lodge year. | hope everyone
attended the training sessions as they are a
great source of information for both return-
ing and new Lodge officers. If any Lodge is
interested in further training or training in-
formation, please reach out to the state
training committee listed in the association
directory. Now is also the time to put to-
gether plans to enhance and build your
team. Get the word out and welcome mem-
bers who wish to get involved. Your State
Association is here for you, your Lodges,
and your membership. Do not hesitate to
reach out for information, help, or assis-
tance. They have a wealth of information
and knowledge available to assist.

Members, | urge you to become involved
with your Lodge and the State Association.
Consider volunteering at your Lodge or
State Committee, Elks Camp Barrett, Youth
programs, Veterans programs, The Jernick
Fund, and State Vice President or State
Trustee. Remember, your participation is
the great heart and strength of your Lodge,
this association, and the order. Remember
too, as we move into the new Lodge year,
we must remain: Steadfast in the growth of
our Lodges and their membership, Steadfast

Continued on page 4

h NR !



MD, DE, DC EIl ks Asso

3
kN
S

&

i

SPRING CONFERENCE AGENDA

MARCH 2022, 2026 AT SEVERNA PARK LODGE #2482, SEVERNA PARK, MD 211467
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gtil] havg the gpportunity to complete some
e Unfinished projéatssand ¢nd strong.

qnxto this time, review our programs on
elks.org to see what awards and certifi-

o gateskéftaahiévement you can give to your

N %/Igrﬂt@;_ﬁ_ or get for thg Lodge. One such
program is the All American Lodge Contest

_"A". All Lodges should apply to see where

| o ¥6dgd stands and where you can
make improvements for next year.

I f13r2K s Yalsh kY deadline for all yearly
f Edniributions to Elks National Foundation. |
;ﬁﬂcg)@ Wdur R6dde R et %r is close to
meeting, the $5.15 per Member goal. The
ENF provides funding to your State Associ-
o afianRasawetlias for your Lodge community
Aagtié/iiyépgogrérgs. Most programs funded
by your Lodge could be funded by ENF,

n whi¢h-creates; ever, more opportunities for
IJ youe Lodge to have a greater impact.

Best wishes to all our new Lodge Officers
Ut 02101 RAYUOUWq

Exalted Rulers, as soon as possible, your
selections for committee appointments
should be given to your Secretary who will
enter the information into CLMS2.

Leaders of the Lodge, it is time to solidify
your budget for the upcoming year and
make any adjustments that are needed.
This important information needs to be en-
tered into the Financial Reporting System.

Thank you for your dedication to the Order
and Be The Difference by promoting “Elks
Care— Elks Share.”
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_ Welcome to the 2026 Spring Workshop! This is
Y la ipadtitMlar| Exeiting weekend! We have with
us both our Sponsor, Malcolm McPherson, and
his wife, Pat, and our Grand Exalted Ruler,
P BfyanU K4t dhd his wife, Susan. Our State
President, Ken Chapman, and his team have
E been RadHat work planning this event, and |
x Yam ddhfident KBEtS/BU™MMIl both have fun, and

4 H Ae¥rh §ofhblthing to take home to your Lodge.
NODI >

b It has long been my experience that the fellow
5 T Elsctivat waAnyeét and befriend at events such

as this workshop often become valued
] FRSQUITSS,, St 1Y§ llrr]_atbriculate through the
1 h F do ices in our own I__odge. As the
Exalted Ruler instructs a candidate, “We by

o €ach riher eft may be aided in our part, or
from each other catch inspiration for a high

5 resollix; and @h}é\end eiEtsfithe@ofErlgod
of

ks." 1 encourage you to enjoy the
fcamajadBrid=aind fellowship of the weekend,
but at the same time, do not forget to learn
something new to take back to your Lodge
while building your “network” to aid you in
your work.

For those of you who may not have had the
opportunity to meet our Grand Exalted Ruler, |
assure you that he is very approachable.
Please take a moment to welcome him and his
wife to our Association and let them know how
much we appreciate their visit.

As always, Eileen and | look forward to seeing
everyone as well! Let's have a weekend that
makes anyone who is not here wish they had
been!!

In the words of the late Louis Goldstein, "God
Bless y'all real good!

Fraternally,

John C. Loftus
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in growth and support of the Elks National Foundation, Wil- | e T af X 55
liam J. Jernick Fund, the Army of Hope, and Welcome Home

. Burnie Lo®@@®@0#2266 | 410
VeteranSPrOJeCts' |l ebratzdad@yahoo, com

Steadfast in support of Elks Camp Barrett, our State Major
Project.

Steadfast in identifying the needs of our communities, offer-
ing youth activities, scholarships, veteran support, and disas-
ter relief.

As Danelle and | have visited our Lodges and represented our
Association, we have realized the great honor and privilege
you have bestowed upon us. We are truly humbled and
amazed at the accomplishments of our Lodges, members,
and the Association achieves. You truly personify my motto of
“Steadfast in Elkdom" through your commitment to the prin-
ciples of our order, Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love, and Fideli-
ty. Danelle and | wish to thank you for your gracious hospitali-
ty and friendship you have shown us during our visits. We
wish you continued success in the years to come. This great
associations’' Lodges and membership are truly the heart of
our Order.

| greatly appreciate the support | have received from our
State Sponsor, Special Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler, Advisory,
Lodges, Membership, Officers, Trustees, and State Chairs.
Thank you for all your hard work.

Our State Convention will be on June 5th to the 7th at the
Maritime Conference Center in Linthicum, Maryland. Danelle
and | look forward to seeing everyone there.

Remember to - Grasp the Hand of Friendship, Revel in the
Good Times, and CELEBRATE the great accomplishments of
our Lodges, Membership, and the State Association.

Fraternally,

Een &@m«m

State President

“God Bless our Country, Armed Services, Veterans, Those Who Gave
All, and The Benevolent Order of Elks, and all the Good They Stand
For!”

Strong training is one of the most important ways we support
the success of our Lodges. Well prepared officers create
stability, strengthen leadership, and ensure our Lodges operate
in full compliance with Grand Lodge Statutes.

Training helps officers understand their responsibilities,
manage Lodge business effectively, and uphold the traditions
and values of the Order. District Deputy Clinics and State
Workshops provide essential guidance, updates, and shared
learning that benefit every Lodge.

Just as important, training brings members together. These
gatherings build fellowship, encourage collaboration, and
connect Lodges across the state. When we learn from one
another, we grow stronger as a fraternal organization.

A well-trained Lodge is better equipped to serve veterans,
youth, and the community. By investing in training, we invest in
the future of our Order—and ensure the Elks continue to make
a meaningful impact for generations to come.

Past Exalted Rulers (PERs) play a vital role in the strength and
continuity of every Elks Lodge. After completing their year as
Exalted Ruler, PERs carry valuable experience that helps guide
and support the Lodge. They serve as mentors to incoming
officers, assist with ceremonies and ritual work, and help
preserve the traditions that define our Order.

Most Lodges maintain an active PER Association, which
provides leadership, training, and support for Lodge programs
throughout the vyear. Their dedication ensures stability,
continuity, and a strong foundation for future leaders. PERs
remain an essential part of our success—and we are grateful
for their continued service.
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Abingdon Lodge No. 2354

Y
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Hello all, and welcome Grand Exalted Ruler Bryan Klatt and
First Lady Susan. Thank you to Severna Park Lodge and all
your members and officers for hosting this wonderful
weekend.

Your President-Elect has been busy with the good works of
our Association. We are working hard to set next year's visit
with the next Grand Exalted Ruler in March of 2027; an
announcement will be forthcoming. Many things are
occurring, and | look forward to updating you on the coming
year.

@ Cell: 416916123 | Email: mtlian@comcast.net

Our President, Ken Chapman, is conducting his visits and
advising me on all the good the Lodges of this Association are

Tdoffg. I'm excited to be able to do a few visits myself next

year.

Our next gathering of the Association will be on June 5-7 at
the Maritime Conference Center in Linthicum, MD. | hope to
see you all there.

Let's all remain “Steadfast in Elkdom”
Association the pride of this great Order.

Mo Oy

and make our

gl Care — glls Share
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Director of Operations Elks Camp Barrett
ecbsecretary@outlook.com | 410-224-2945 (camp)
410-739-5575 (cell)

As MD, DE, DC Elks have managed to get through the
heavy snowfalls, and winter blues. The change in season
is noticeable, and spirits are lifting as the weather
improves. Fortunately, at Elks Camp Barrett, EC the Bee
and his staff, volunteers, and the executive committee
never really succumbed to the winter blues. They were
too busy preparing for our first guests of the new year
2026 - War Fighter Advance in February, making sure
everything was ready for a “warm as possible” welcome.
WFA were welcomed in February with a clean and happy
snow-covered campus, warm cabins to sleep in, and 4
more inches of snow on their first night. But the ECB was
ready, and WFA evolution #45 was one for the record
books.

As this March newsletter is released at our State Spring
Conference, WFA is busy with their March evolution #46.
We hope the Ides of March are welcoming, not
something to beware of. This special group has all the
makings of a group that will be with us for a very long
time, like Camp Sunrise and many others. Take it from EC
Bee, this group is great and full of truly great people.

Preparations for this year's summer camp are
progressing smoothly. At this stage, we are focused on
hiring and actively seeking dedicated counselors and
lifeguards to join our team. This is a great opportunity for
responsible young men and women, 18 years of age or
older, who are interested in serving as counselors during
our camp session from July 6th through July 24th. If you
know someone who would be a good fit and is interested
in making a positive impact this summer, please
encourage them to reach out to Angela at
ecbsecretary@outlook.com.

We will have two camp weeks this year, both Co-Ed and
a week of staff training. Camp Dates are listed in this
Newsletter and on the FB Page. As always, any Elk
member who wants to help us with camp is appreciated

and should

call 2026 CAMP DAT Engela
Staff Week ";’l"lfl’;‘é%)f :LSatu rday
Coed 5 night residential camp ?l:;dla;f;iday
Coed 4 night residential camp .?l:jlgdfg)?;:urscjay

classroom  for  War
Fighters Advanced for
use in February, March
and April.

The enclosures are
being made with used
materials and little
expense. Thank you John
Meyer and Cameron
Cage, caretaker.

Photo below shows the
enclosure.

Below is the inside cassette
for the Mitsubishi heat unit,
2 in each Cabin #6

-~
\ *‘*& —— ‘|
k. "'

War Fighter Advanced Staff and attendees hold a hand
crocheted flag bed cover - a prize for their next fundraiser.
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Broadneck 2608

44-99-8049

Lodge

Greetings!

| am excited to be your new State Chairperson for Lodge
Activities.

As the end of the Elk year is upon us, so is the deadline for
the All American Lodge Contest. A. Exalted Rulers, infor-
mation regarding this contest can be found in your “Quick
Links" section at elks.org and has also been provided to
you by your District Deputies Grand Exalted Ruler.

The deadline for Lodges to submit their entry to their Dis-
trict Deputies is April 1. There is still plenty of time to
participate in this great event.

Speaking of events, | will be working with the webmaster
for our state website to incorporate all Lodge activities on
a central calendar so that we can all support each other
and know what's going on around the state association.
Stay tuned - more to come. | am also looking for ideas
and recommendations on how to increase involvement
statewide and introduce some friendly competitions to
spice things up. Please feel free to call or email me.

Yours in Elkdom

Lgnkpfc
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Selbyville Lodge #2173 | Phone: 302-236-5093

jolindamurray322@g ma inirelang@g26@gmail.com

As we move towards the end of the 2025-2026 Lodge year, | want
to remind you that your Lodge's charitable hours are due by May
1st. As | am writing this submission, there are still 3, yes THREE,
Lodges that have yet to post a one-hour, one-mile, or one-dollar
donation. That's 11 months of information just waiting in the wind...
to hopefully be entered into the system. To whoever is entering this
information, most likely the secretary, you are putting more work
and stress on yourself. A quote that most of us should recognize:
“Never put off until tomorrow, what you can do today.”

As the new 2026-2027 Lodge year approaches, with the new
regimes starting, let's make an effort to give a more accurate
representation of all the good things our Lodges are doing for our
communities. Thank you to the 34 Lodges that have entered
information. Please make sure that as much information as possible
is entered. There are a few Lodges that have entered monetary
donations of less than $2000... some still have a 0 in that category.
Some Lodges have $0 in the non-cash category. My go-to scenario
to understand the difference between cash and non-cash donations
is: If your Lodge donates a $1,000 check to an organization, that is a
cash donation. If your Lodge donates $1,000 worth of items (food,
clothing, etc.), that is a non-cash donation.

| want to wish the new officers luck in the upcoming year. Whether
you are a new or a veteran member, please do not hesitate to reach
out for help when it comes to reporting for Government Relations.
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Brothers and Sisters in Elkdom,

2| €5
palcotntfd dagGrbzs+ E

»Supp 'ir@ oyer_9 00 Maryland Special Olympic athletes,
exemplifies the spirit of public service that Presidents' Day
celebrates: leadership rooted in integrity, evidence, and a
common good to mankind.

No matter how you spent your Presidents' Day, | hope it
offered a sense of renewal and inspiration for the important

Associ

As members of the MD-DE-DC State Association observed
Presidents' Day, we paused to honor the legacy of our nation's
leaders beginning with George Washington and expanding to
include fellow brethren John F. Kennedy (Boston, MA Lodge
No. 10), Harry S. Truman (Kansas City, MO Lodge No. 26),
Gerald R. Ford (Grand Rapid, MI Lodge No. 48) and Franklin D.
Roosevelt (Poughkeepsie, NY Lodge No. 275). This day invites
us to reflect on the enduring principles that guide our
democracy, commitment to the Constitution of the United
States, stewardship of the spirit of American patriotism, and
the responsibility to safeguard the well-being of the American
people.

The above principles are profoundly connected to the mission
of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. Our work is
grounded in gold standard humanitarian services, grants that
impact individuals' lives, and collaborations that strengthen
and advance the health, safety, and resilience of communities
nationwide. Our Elks Association’s unwavering commitment to
perpetuating a drug-free environment by eliminating use and
abuse of illegal drugs by all members of society, supporting
our veterans in all areas of increased need to raising funds

work ahead. As dedicated members of the MD-DE-DC State
Association, we will continue to serve people and communities
through our benevolent programs, demonstrating that Elks
Care and Elks Share.

(=
30th Annual Polar Bear Plunge into the Chesapeake Bay on
1/31/26. Chaplain Ra's 20th consecutive year plunging for a
great cause.
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HOOP SHOOT WINNERS MOVING ON

March madness started early at the Maryland-Delaware-
District of Columbia State Association Hoop Shoot Tourna-
ment. Despite the impending snow, contestants, family,
friends, and Lodge members came out to support the event
which was made even more festive with the participation of
Goldstarz Marching Band of Baltimore. A big thank you to our
44 volunteers who made this a success. Congratulations to our
winners moving on to Charlottesville on March 6-8 for the Re-
gion 10 Finals.
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Our State Association received 690 Most Valuable Student
(MVS) scholarship applications across 36 of our Lodges.

The state-level judging ran from February 5-23, 2026.

The Skilled Trades Scholarship application is available on our
state website. This application should be completed in full,
and submissions are due by March 15, 2026. Any high school
graduate who has graduated between 2022 and 2025, or will
graduate in 2026 is eligible. We are funded to give out 10
scholarships each year.
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The volunteers of the Elks Drug Awareness Program
are beginning the new year with renewed strength
and focus. With the positive strides that the
government has made on the dismantling of the
drug trade routes into the United States, there are
still powerful Drug distribution cartels hard at work
poisoning our children and crushing our families.
Undaunted, DAP continues its mission to help
prevent our children from falling into a world of
addiction. The best defense against drug abuse is for
children, and adults, for that matter, to never start.
We all want our children to be safe, and our
communities and country to be successful. DAP
volunteers are hard work, and the prize seems
elusive. Knowing that our efforts could save a child
from a lifetime of addiction is their only reward.
Failure is never an option for our DAP volunteers; the
risks are too high.

Every DAP volunteer has access to a huge tool chest
of materials, lesson plans, videos, contests, and
events to help spread the word and boost our drug
abuse and prevention cause. Your DAP District
Chairperson can provide your Lodge DAP
chairperson and youth activities chairs with these
items and other things, and is available for
assistance when needed. When planning your Lodge
youth activities, or any activities for that matter,
please get your DAP volunteers involved.

As of the creation of this article, no contest entries
have been received. The State Chair has extended
the submission dates to the very last dates possible.
The LAST CHANCE to enter the 2025 - 2026 DAP
Poster, Essay, and Video Contests is as follows:

All Winning Lodge entries must be sent to the
District Chairperson no later than April 6th.

All District winners must be given to the State
Chairperson (in hand) no later than April 12th.

The theme for 2025-2026 is: “Drugs are a Grave
Mistake.”

All the information you need is available on https://
training.elksdap.org/contests/

Prizes for the State winners include a $100.00
amazon gift card. Additionally, the State poster
contest winner receives the opportunity to have their
poster compete at the national level. The
winning poster at the national level will be
published on the cover of the next DAP

Colorini book. Please encouraie iour




